
 
 

PROS AND CONS FOR 
 NYLON AND POLYESTER 2-PLY MATERIAL FLAGS 

 

 
 

NYLON VERSES POLYESTER: WHICH FLAG MATERIAL IS THE BEST? 
 
When you think of purchasing a flag, there are many things to consider.  The most 
important features you should keep in mind is the differences between each fabric 
and what material will fit the type of application the flag will be used for.  For 
example, if a flag were to be used in-doors, you might want to consider a Nylon 
material as opposed to a Polyester 2-Ply.   When it comes to viewing the flag up 
close, Nylon is best due to the overall apprearance of it reminding you of a shinny 
red penny that’s never been seen in circulation.  Whereas, Polyester is used for 
windy to high windy conditions that also have high wind gusts.   
 
In terms of what makes both fabrics similar, they both incorporate high wrinkle 
resistance, shrink resistance, and easy care.  Both materials have their own 
advantages and disadvantages.  Let’s review the Pros and Cons of both materials 
and see which is best for each application. 
 
NYLON MATERIAL 
Nylon is the most flexible flag material and has the easiest care instructions.  Nylon 
flags are made of a very fine shiny material.  This is why they’re very bright and 
attractive when viewed close up.  Nylon can fly in even the lightest of winds.  It is 
suitable for both indoor and outdoor usage.  This means it’s considerably lighter 
than 2-Ply Polyester material.  No matter how the flag is titched, Nylon will not last as 
long as 2-Ply Polyester material in heavy wind gusts or in a steady heavy wind 
considion.  If you are flying a 2-Ply Polyester material as a U.S. Flag, you will not be 



able to fly a Nylon material flag underneight your U.S. Flag on the same flagpole as 
the Nylon can be flying beautifully and the 2-Ply Polyester flag may be resting flat up 
against the flagpole because it takes more wind to get the Polyester flag moving.  A 
4’ X 6’ U.S. Nylon Material Flag with embroridered stars and sewn stripes comes to 
.85 of a pound. 
 
POLYESTER 2-PLY MATERIAL 
Polyester 2-Ply material is in general more suitable for outdoor usage since it’s more 
durable than Nylon.  Because of this, it has a greater lifespan than Nylon.  It also has 
a greater water wicking (moisture resistance) than Nylon material so it dries faster 
than Nylon.  Polyester 2-Ply material retain’s its color and luster for a longer period 
of time.  Dollar for dollar, Polyester is overall the best fabric to use for outdoor use.  
Polyester is a much rougher material to the touch, are not quite as bright and shinny 
as on your Nylon material.  In fact, when putting them side by side, the Polyester 2-
ply material is duller in appreance.  A 4’ X 6’ U.S. Polyester 2-Ply Material Flag with 
embroridered Stars and Sewn Stripes comes to 1½ pounds.  This is a little over a ½  
pound heaver than the same size in Nylon material. 
 
Both Flag Materials Qualify for our Nationwide Flag Replacement Program 
 

NATIONWIDE FLAG REPLACEMENT PROGRAM 
 

1. Please keep the box your flag came in so it can be used later. 
2. Let us know the size of your flag, the quantity of inches from the  
    right-hand side the flag is torn, and whether your flag has (6) Rows of  
    Reinforced Stitching on the fly-end or has been Reinforced Bartack  
    Stitched.  If there is enough material from the right-hand side that can  
    still be cut off and restitched, we will let you know the price including  
    shipping and handling to have the flag resewn.  
3. After the flag has been returned to the production facility who  
    manufactured the flag, they will re-confirm there is enough material  
    left to cut off the torn section and restitch the flag so it will still fly  
    properly for additional months to come. 
4. After you approve the price including shipping and handling, and after  
    we receive payment, your Flag Repair will go into production.   
5. Please note: Banner Marketing Group does not guarantee the quantity   
    of days or months, the restitched flag will be able to be used.  The wind,  
    moisture, and sewing all affect the performance of a flag.  
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